Controversial Issue Project (Paper and Debate)

Team: (3) students 

The Position Paper

3 to 4 pages in length (Double space) 14 font max.  (1 position paper with 3 names on it)
An “A” paper must include: (2 copies of paper… 1 for the teacher and 1 for your team for reference)

Introduction: historical background, proponents (who supports this position), supporting groups, arguments from both sides of the issue, Position statement
Body: strong argument with support from court cases, research, facts, statements, etc… Remember, we want to know where the Government stands on the issue. Be convincing…leave no doubt your side is logical and right. Mention the opposing point of view and their arguments that oppose yours, whether or not it has merit and why your point of view is clearly better.

Conclusion: Strongly restate opinion, include possible future controversy and solution…include what you believe the outcome will be and possible consequences.

Reference List: Simply list sites, book, and materials used during research (minimum of 6 sources)
Part 3 (50 points) Debate
Yes…you must dress up for the debate!
4 minute opening position statement per side (DO NOT read paper) Tag Teaming is fine

3 minute rebuttal per side

Crossfire with open student forum “Peanut Gallery” (teacher monitored)


Additional points for quality statements and questions leading to discussion

 minute closing per side

Visuals/Audio encouraged, but must be pre-approved by instructor. Additional 2 minutes during presentation awarded for those using AV props.

Debate: order of delivery
Flip a coin to see who goes first.  Pick someone to time the debate segments

1. Pro side 4 min. Use paper Intro. but don’t read
2. Con side 4 min. Intro.
3. Rebuttal from Con reaction to opposition’s opening statement
4. Rebuttal from Pro reaction to opposition’s opening statement
5. Crossfire (Pro vs. Con teams) 

…asking questions and making statements about controversy. Peanut gallery included…
6. Pro side Closing 3 min. strongly restate main argument. Thank the opposition for their input.
7. Con side Closing 3 min. strongly restate main argument. Thank the opposition for their input.
Class votes on winner, not based on belief, based on who presented their case in a stronger fashion. 10% bonus added to debate score.
…Class writes their opinion on the debate in 1 paragraph…

